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It's happened again. The University of Montana has another Rhodes Scholar. But 
this time the deserving student is a woman--Montana's first. 
Ann Haight is the 21st UM student--the third in five years--to be chosen to 
attend Oxford University on a full scholarship. Her selection ranks the University 
17th in the nation for the number of scholars chosen and sixth among public institutions. 
But more importantly, Ann's scholarship means she'll undoubtedly fulfill her goal 
to teach history at a university. Ann, who is a senior in history from Missoula, 
wasn't sure what career she'd pursue until a little guidance from philosophy 
professor Maxine Van de Wetering and a chance to teach last quarter convinced her. 
"Teaching isn't just an imparting of information," she said, "it's a vision shared." 
She admits to being "nagged" to apply for the scholarship. It never occurred to 
her that she might have a chance. But a couple of perceptive professors, Torn Huff 
and Van de Wetering, recognized her potential and urged her on. 
She competed three times--with students from the University, Montana and the 
northwest region. Only 32 scholars are chosen from the United States each year, and this 
is only the second year women have been allowed to apply for the scholarships. 
One of Oxford's main attractions is its tutorial system. Ann will work closely 
with a history professor, who will help her set up a program of study. She'll 
specialize in the cultural and intellectual history of the 19th Century and compare 
how England and the U. S. interacted during that time. 
Oxford students study eight weeks for three terms each year. Between terms they are 
given six weeks of freedom and are encouraged to travel throughout Europe . Ann plans to 
visit Ireland, where most of her ancestors were born, the South of France and 
several countries in the Soviet Block. 
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James Murray, who was the University's Rhodes Scholar in 1976, currently is 
studying law at Oxford and was the only student chosen by his college to tak.l' thl' 
l;ibbs llonor Exam in jurispruJcncc. Mark Peppler, lJM's 19th l{hoJcs Schol:1r, J'CCl'llt I~· 
completed his doctorate in microbiology and is working for the National Institutes of 
Health in Washington, D.C. 
The scholarships were established in 1899 from the will of Sir Cecil Rhodes, a 
South African industrialist, to allow outstanding young people from the U.S. and 
British colonies to study at Oxford. 
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